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THB BCMCGO HOUSE  (McCormick Prize House) 
724  Canyon Boad, 

Santa Fe» Santa Fe  County,  New Mexico 

A/ AA 

25 - S^NF£? 

Owners    Miss A^ncs Sims, Kryn Mav;r» Pennsylvania. 

Date of Fraction:     Circa 134S, 

Ar eh i t e ct;     Ho ne * 

Builders     Kafael   Borre?;o« 

Present  Condition:     Fair;  recently remodeled on interior  and 
exterior* 

Borah or of   sto ri e s :     One • 

Materials   of  Construction:     Foundation,   field stone laid up in 
QGobe inortar;   floors,   pine,   brick and  cement  (originally pine); 
exterior walls,   adobe  brick,   adobe mortar;   interior -mils,   adobe 
brick,  adooe morbarj   frame partitions  added recently;  interior 
finish,   v/alls,  line piaster,   ceilings, vrood;  roof,   composition 
recently laid over original  earth roof* 

Other Jjxi sting Records;    None  available. 

Additional  Eat as     The "building v;aa repaired and remodeled about 
1930*     New pine floors vjore laid in  all rooms  except B,   P,   and 
C-; that  in room IS  be in    common brick,   in room D concrete  slab, 
a:aa in room Q the  original  pine floor regains*    Plumbing was  in- 
stailed,     HOT; frame partitions   added in rooms  D,   }•;,   and F*     ITovr 
frame closet added in room B#     Fireplaces were added in rooms  A, 
F,  h and. I'*    A porch   (Portal) v/as  built   at the v/est   end of the 
small   court   (Piacita)*     The wall   or: closing; the plaoita was  added. 
Several n---w windov;s   and doors v;ero installed,   repla'dnp: old ones 
and sons be .urn- added.     The   count or in room 0 was  constructed to 
form a modern kit ebon.    Hew olaoter was  applied to  both interior 
f:nd  oxter'.or ♦     A co-vporjitlon roof v.ras   laid over the original 
adobe   soil   roof*     Fhe  rooairin-   and remoaclin^' was   done   by Mrs, 
Kate   Crap- mn  of  N.;,nta   he, who states that,   with, the  .-./..ocotion of 
tne n-..-7.r frame partitions,  n.w fireplaces,  plumbing,  brick arid 
c e.~ ■ e n t  f 1 o or s,   pore h. 
essenb iallv the  same i 

and pla-lta wall,   the bull 
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The house as originally built  consisted of rooms B,   C,  D, 
E3  F and G«    The rooms  now  comprising E and F were,  at that time9 
one large room used as the salon;  room D v/as the kitchen and Ba 

C and & were "bedrooms.    The building was  a typical   example of 
the residences built  in Santa Fe at that time by the native  fami- 
lies.     It had pine floors^   adobe -'.-alls,   adobe plaster on the in- 
terior and  extericrj  the interior being finished with a thin 
coat of yeso3   a whitewash of hand crushed native  gypsum applied 
with lamb's wool  pads,     The roof was   six to ten inches of adobe 
soil placed and tamped over pine ceiling boards  laid across 
native pine  logs   (vigas).    Most of the lumber* the windows,  doors 
and frames -were  freighted in over the Santa Fe Trail by ox team 
from Missouri*     ^'he connecting door to  room. G- was   closed up  and 
plastered over at the time room A and the portal along the street 
front were  added*    This  occurred about I860* 

The square and round  columns along the west walls of room 
C and G were installed about 1870*    ^'hey support a beam, at the 
junction of the wall and ceiling, wnich supports the roof loj^s. 
These were installed to  eliminate the necessity of removing the 
entire roof construction over these rooms, when leaks in the 
roof developed*   causing the vigas to  rot at these  points*    This 
method of repair to rotted ends of vigas,   adjacent to walls,   is 
frequently practiced by the  native  families of Santa Fe and 
vicinity. 

The corner  fireplaces   in rooms C and D are  original*    All 
the  others  have  been constructed at the tjjne  of the latest re- 
modeling about 1930.    The mantel of the   fireplace  in room A 
war.:  salvaged from one of the officers1  "buildings of old Fort 
Maroy at Santa Fe which v/as   demolished about that  time* 

There is nothing historic about the building so  far as is 
known*    *h     date of erection is based on statements of Senor 
Jose F* Gonsales,   grandson of Rafael Borrego* who says  his 
mother,  a daughter of the builder, v/as told "by her father that 
he had lived in the house for  about four years when the American 
soldi ersj  under  General Kearney,   came to Santa Fe  in 1846. 

The house is now used as rental property by Miss Sims9  the 
present owner. 

The foregoing facts were obtained verbally from the follow- 
ing sources* 
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Jose F.  Gonzales,   724^ Canyon Road,  Santa Fe,   Hew Mexico; 
Sei'erino Alarid,  710 Canyon Road,  Santa Fe»  New Mexico; 
Kate M.   ^hapisan, Santa B'c, New Mexico. 

Trent Thomas, 
Architect  in Charge, 
HA.i"iS, Southwest Unit. 

Approved 1940 i&&2z+u , 
John Gaw Me em, 

District Officer. 
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